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On repetition

Repetition at its heart fosters the potential for
reinvention so it is apt as a means of
representation for the creative force displayed
by the ICONs, Repetition enables rainvention
by allowing new insights to occur through a
cognitive process that promotes:
concentration, disambiguation and distinction.

When applied to a photograph, it can establish
authority in the repeated image or reinforce it
and thereby elevate the photograph to a new
level of expression, At the same time it can
eliminate authority through disambiguation,
thereby creating a polar opposition that fuels
guestions and contemplation. The polarizing
ability of repetition (between elevating
expression and demanding contemplation)
forces us, as viewers, 1o make distinctions. The
distinctions in turn coax us to search for
meaning beyvond the context in which we view
the photograph.

In using repetition as the representational
platform to express the creativity of the [ICONs it
serves, on a number of levels, to express the
monolonous nature of their lives, the
doggedness of their spint and the distinctions
they must make in their quest to renew or
reinvent themselves.

Repetition, whether it be wisual, verbal, or
cognitive creates conditions for new meaning
by placing the old (that which is repeated) in a
new context of an expanded range of
considerations. Conceptually, repetition is

The Dredgers - Rice Bag Armada

powerful; it creates infinite combinations from
finite elements - just as the ICONs create
infinite possibilities from limited choices.

Also inherent in repetition is the ability o bring
about structures of distinction or “seeds of
ideas”™. In the words of Gilles Deleuze:
“differential structures (what Deleuze calls
ideas) are conditions for the creative
transformation of things". It is this creative
transformation that the images seek to express
and that the ICOMNs successfully accomplish.
The images beckon the viewer to transform
their perceptions of the ICONs by suspending
their immediate recognition af what is at play.

Repetition is also fascinating from a
philosophical perspective. ILis on the one hand
an expression of the mundane, the static and
the predictable; it can also be considered as a
desperate and manic desire for consistency, for
a stable none changing state. On the other
hand, repetition is dynamic; it is a means of
creating a phase shift, a change. It is this
paradoxical realty that the ICONs face -
desiring both consistency and change.

Repetition therefore is like the recital of a
rhythmic pulsing mantra; it becomes a catalyst
for change and calls anyone who cares fo
listen, tolook beyond the obvious.
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IC N:
The Thirst Quencher

The presence of the
‘pure water’ seller is not
only accepted, but
expected and
welcomed.
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IC N:
The Cart Pusher

Step after weary step on piping hot asphalt and on
the rutted dirt roads you'll find him; man pitted
head against machine.
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ICTN:
The Water Peddler

Water, like we say, “e no get enemy”.
And so enter the water sellers.
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the peaise crier MMO12  the beggar MMO13

the traffic warden MMO14  the thirst quencher MMO15

MNO16  the water peddier MMO17

the oil scavenger MNO18 the advert MMO1S






